
  The Child’s Journey Through the Dependency Court System 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

  

Child Abuse Report 

or police action 

 

Parent 

Orientation 

 

 

CFT for Case Plan 

Development 

 

 

Detention 

Hearing 

(held within 

72 hours) 

 

Jurisdiction/Disposition 

Hearing  

(Child may return home or 

out-of-home care.) 

CFT Meeting 

 

 

18 Month Review 
Child may return home or  
Permanent Plan Selection 

Hearing 

CFT Meeting 

 

 

CFT Meeting 

.. 

Extension only available for 
parents recently discharged 

from incarceration or 
residential treatment when 
return of the child is likely. 

Permanent Plan Selection 
Hearing 

- Adoption 

- Legal Guardianship 

- Fit & Willing Relative or APPLA 

Child & 

Family Team  

Meeting 

(CFT) 

 

Social Worker 
Responds to 
Allegations Family Maintenance 

Child Returns\Remains Home 

Concurrent Planning 

 

Child Taken into 

Custody by Social 

Worker/Police 

 

 

Track A 

Reunification 

 

 

Track B – Alternate 

Permanency Plan 

 

 

12 Month Review 
Child may return 

home or court can 
schedule Permanent 

Plan Selection 
Hearing 

6 Month Review 
- Child may return home 
* Court can schedule a 
Permanent Plan Selection 
Hearing, if child (sib set) 
under 3 at time of 
removal. 

Statutory 

Hearings 

 

24 Month Review 
Child may return home or 
Permanent Plan Selection 

Hearing 


